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Mac
ノート注釈
For this section, you have to pick the correct reading of the kanji.  At this level, they will again be testing you for things like a long vowel sound (ひょ vs ひょう), stops (っ) and voiced sounds (だ vs た) as well as difference between readings and their meanings.  (下「しも」 vs 下「した」)

A perfect example of this is kanji that have several meanings and several pronunciations like 後, which can have the pronunciations あと　のち　ごう depending on how it is used in the sentence.  At the N2 level, there is usually one question like this, so stay sharp.

Be on the lookout for irregular readings of kanji compounds, they usually throw at least one of those types of questions in.

Practicing with readthekanji.com (a great paid service) or memrise.com (a great free, but in beta service) will really help for this section because both force you to type in the word and not simply look at it like Anki or some other flashcard systems do.

If you are on an iPhone, KanjiBox is also very good.

There are only 5 of these questions on the actual test for N2.

You should try to answer these in about 20 seconds or in under a minute on this test.  On the real test, try to answer all the questions in under 1:40 minute. In other words, you will have to answer these fast, almost by instinct.  That's why lots of drilling will pay off.

Mac
ノート注釈
This is the orthography section, or in layman's terms where you have to pick the correct kanji for the kana underlined in the sentence.  Be aware of similar looking kanji (that will have just one radical different).  At the N2 level and above, fake kanji are very rare.  I don't think I've ever seen a fake kanji on a N2 test.  So, the best idea is to learn to recognize kanji radicals and their differences.  

People that use Heisig's Remember the Kanji system of breaking down kanji will most likely have an easier time as well because they will be more familiar with the kanji radicals or parts.

If you study kanji as compound words, this will be a difficult section, try to study kanji separately or possibly take up calligraphy class and keep an eye out for similar looking kanji.

This is where owning a kanji poster also starts to come in handy.  I usually circle the kanji that are similar looking on my poster, so I'm reminded of them.

There are 5 of these questions on the test.

You should try to complete each question in about 20 seconds for this test.  On the real test, try to complete this section in a 1:40.  Again, speed is important here because you want that extra time for the reading section of the exam.
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Mac
ノート注釈
These are Word Formation questions and believe it or not, they are unique to N2.  According to the test specs, these questions test your knowledge of derivative and compound words.  Basically, they will be testing you over your knowledge of endings, suffixes and prefixes. 

A lot of the endings will actually pop up in GRAMMAR prep books like the So-Matome series or the New Kanzen Master series. Some of the prefixes and suffixes you can get from the Kanji books from these two series.  

Pay attention to the extra suffix/prefix meanings that kanji have and don't rely on your vocab list for this section.  You will most likely encounter words and combinations that you haven't seen before and that is where knowing the rules for the suffixes and prefixes can be your best friend.  

There are 5 of these questions on the real test.

You should try to complete each question in about 30 seconds or about a minute total for this test.  On the real test, try to complete this section in a 2:30.  



Mac
ノート注釈
These are the textually-defined expressions or collocations.  Basically they are testing you on if you know the correct verb or noun to use in a given expression or phrase.  This is where having good example sentences in your Anki deck or on your flashcards can really help.

Also, at this level, you should start to do a lot of reading of native materials and this will help you to get the 'feeling' of a word and how to use it naturally.

On the test, there are 7 of these questions.

Try to answer each question in about 35 seconds.  That's around a minute and 10 minutes (1:10) for this test or around 4 minutes for the actual exam.
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Mac
ノート注釈
These are the paraphrase questions.  Here they will give you a sample sentence with the word they are testing underlined.  You then must choose the word that has the most similar meaning. Note that the words don't have the exact same meaning, but similar meanings that can work in the sentence provided. 

There are 5 of these questions on the real exam.

Try to answer the questions in 35 seconds or around a minute (1:10) for this exam.  On the real exam, it should take you around 3 minutes.

Mac
ノート注釈
These are usage questions.  They will probably be some of the most difficult questions in the vocabulary section of the test.  Here they will give you a word, and you must choose the sentence where that word is being used correctly.

At this level they will probably give you sentences that tests nuances of the particular word or phrase.  For example, in this sample test, they test 余計, by giving you different situations in which it could be used.  You probably know what 余 means left over or spare, and 計 and means too measure.  You might even know that 余計 means too much.  But how do you use it?  Is it an adverb that we can use に with?  Or is it a な adjective?

This is where writing clear, demonstrative example sentences on your flashcards (electric or paper) will really pay off.  Just knowing the meaning isn't going to help you, you must know how to use it.

It is also important to know parts of speech and how that affects the use of the word,  is it transitive? or intransitive? a na-adverb? or an adjective?

Also, katakana words appear here often, so make sure to double check how these loan words are used in Japanese.  Never assume they are used in the same way as the language they are 'borrowed' from.

There are 5 of these questions on the real exam.

Try to answer the questions in about a minute or about 2 minutes total for this exam.  On the real exam, it should take you around 5 minutes for this section.   
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Mac
ノート注釈
This is the start of the grammar section.  This questions are the sentential (as in of a sentence) grammar 1 (selecting the correct form) questions.  In this section you will be tested on choosing the correct form to put in the blank.  This is where paying attention to things like particles and verb endings in your grammar books will pay off.

At the N2 and N1 levels, the questions will not only be about the meaning, but also the usage of the grammar point.  In what kind of situation is the grammar point used?  Is it negative? positive?  Are only feelings or opinions expressed before or after the grammar point?

There are 12 of these questions on the test.

Aim for about 30 seconds a piece on these questions (which isn't much).  That's about a minute on this exam or 6 minutes on the real thing.   
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Mac
ノート注釈
These are the sentence composition questions, or as I like to call them 'scrambled sentence' questions.  Here you have to place the 4 parts of the sentence in order.  The answer you put on your answer sheet is whatever part goes on the star-marked blank.

I recommend practicing a few of these before you get into the exam, because most people don't think of the composition of sentences in this way.  Pay attention to which particles should go first and what particles link to other parts of the sentence.

One thing to note is that you can in fact write in the test booklet, so use that to help you unscramble the sentences, just make sure to mark the answer on your answer sheet.

It's best to think of these questions as building blocks that lock together.  Look for particles that attach to the other parts and remember the key expressions.  New Kanzen Master N2 Grammar book has a whole section on these questions and a cheat sheet of common phrases.

There are 5 of these questions on the test.

Try to finish each question in a minute.  That's about 2 minutes for this exam and around 5 minutes on the real test.
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Mac
ノート注釈
These are 'text grammar' questions. They test your ability to use the correct grammar in the context of a text passage. Some grammar points or key vocabulary needs context in order for you to know which one to use.

Pay attention to the sentences that come before and after the blank.  They will provide clues as to what needs to fit into the space.

The New Kanzen Master N2 Grammar book has a great in-depth section on this.  The exercises in that book are next to impossible, but they will really give you a taste of what this section is all about and you'll be even more ready for the real test.

There are 5 of these questions on the test.

Try to finish each question in about a minute (1:10).  Try to complete this whole section in around 6 minutes (on this exam and the real exam).
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Mac
ノート注釈
This is the first of the reading questions.  These are short passages.  Each passage is around 150~200 characters.  You will have one question per passage for these.  

The question will usually be a little more abstract than previous tests.  They will often times ask questions like the one in this sample test asking about the author's viewpoint.  

Other times they will ask you what is the most appropriate word to put in a blank, or what a pronoun(この、そんな、etc...) is referring to.

There are 5 of these questions on the test (5 passages with 1 question each)

Try to give yourself around 2 minutes for each of these.  So on this exam about 2 minutes total and about 10 minutes on the real exam.
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Mac
ノート注釈
These are the medium passage questions.  The passages are about 500 characters long, which is roughly 3/4 of a page or 3 to 4 paragraphs.  Read the questions first before going into the passage so you know what you are looking for.  Don't read the answers though.

These questions generally focus on key points in the essay.  At the N2 level, they will test for things like what does X mean?  Or what are some examples of X? Where X is a main point of the reading. For the answers they will probably use a rewording of something in the reading.

There are 9 of these questions on the real exam.  (9 questions, 3 passages x 3 questions each)

Give yourself around 2 minutes for each of these questions, or about 6 minutes total for this test and about 18 minutes for the real test.
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Mac
ノート注釈
These are Integrated Comprehension questions, which make their debut here at the N2 level.  You are presented with 2 or 3 passages about the same topic.  If there are 3 passages, the first passage is typically a question or statement, while the two remaining passages will be different responses to that question or statement.

If there are just 2 passages, they will typically be about the same topic, but provide different advice or different viewpoints.  For example, on a recent N2 test I sat, there was a integrated comprehension question about how to sprint.  The passages gave advice on breathing and pacing.

The questions then will ask about the contrasts and similarities of the passages.  They will typically ask about a summary of the differences like in question 26 on this exam.

There are only 2 questions like this on the real exam.

Give yourself around 5 minutes for each of these questions, so about 10 minutes total for this test and the real test.
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Mac
ノート注釈
At the N2 level, the long passages are replaced with thematic comprehension passages.  These are typically 900 characters in length or around a page of text.  The are typically essays or editorials about a particular topic.  They are fairly abstract and sometimes are shortened (this is usually marked by 中略 [omission, ellipsis] like in the example).

The questions will focus more on general ideas and concepts that are covered in the passage.  It is more important to read for general ideas and then specific main points.

This passage typically takes up the most time and is the most difficult question.  It is also worth the most points on the exam, so it is worth it to spend some time here.  You can practice for this section by picking up and reading a few literally books or magazines that have more of this type of language.  Sorry, reading manga isn't going to help you here :)

There are 3 questions on the exam and 1 passage.

Give yourself around 5 minutes for each of these questions, so about 15 minutes total for this test and the real test.  In reality though, you might need more time to complete these, so think about doing these first as they are worth more points than any other questions on the exam.
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Mac
ノート注釈
These are the two information retrieval questions on the test.  Be sure to read the question and the explanation before the questions and then scan the passage for the correct answer.  You definitely don't need to read everything in the passage.  Do look out for restrictions and limitations that might change the answer though.

If the answer seemed too easy to find, it's probably wrong.  Go back and double check for any exceptions you might have missed.

Typical examples of passages for these questions are things like flyers for classes or contests (with rules), information on how to use some kind of service (moving service, meeting room rental, etc...), or possibly apartment rental listing with different features and abbreviations.

If you are in Japan, this is where all that junk mail will come in handy.  Read through it and make sure you understand everything.  Outside of Japan, you will have to pick up a reading practice book like New Kanzen Master N2 Reading.

This exam is exactly like the real test.  both have 2 questions and 1 passage.

Give yourself about 3 minutes to answer these questions.  These should be fairly easy to answer quickly, so it is typically a good place to make up for lost time.  I usually do these questions first, before tackling the long passage directly before it.
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Mac
ノート注釈
These are task-based listening questions.  You'll be asked a question about the pictures or text presented.  The whole conversation will be about the task, listen for tricks and changes though.  One sentence could change the answer completely, so you need to listen to everything.

There are 5 of these questions on the test.
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Mac
ノート注釈
These are point comprehension questions.  The dialog will contain a variety of information.  The point of these questions is for you to pick out the one piece of information that answers the question.  You might want to take notes and eliminate the answers as you listen.

There are 6 of these questions on the test.
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Mac
ノート注釈
These are summary comprehension questions.  You'll notice that there is only a blank sheet in this section of the test booklet.  That is because you are not given the questions or the answers beforehand.  You must listen to the passage, which is usually a monologue, and then answer the questions that are given to you in the listening.  

Typically this is an excerpt from a sales presentation or from a lecture about a particular topic.

Be sure to take good notes (in any language) and listen for general information more than specific details.  They will be asking about overall themes or ideas not about fine details.

There are 5 of these questions on the test.
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Mac
ノート注釈
These are quick response questions.  As you can see there is nothing written in the test booklet.  Instead, you'll be given a statement first and then you must choose the most appropriate response to the statement.  It could be a question and you have to choose the answer, or it could be a common response to the statement (e.g. A:いって　きます　B: いって　らっしゃい)

These can be a bit scary, because there is nothing written in the test booklet.  Be sure to take simple notes (in English, Japanese, or whatever is the absolute easiest)

It can be easy to get distracted during this part of the test, so remember to stay focused and answer quickly so you are ready for the next question.

There are 12 of these on the real test.
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Mac
ノート注釈
These are integrated comprehension listening questions and they make their debut here at the N2 level.  There are usually two listening passages in this section.  For the first one, there won't be anything printed in the test booklet.  For the second one, there are usually answers printed in the test booklet.  

These listening passages typically involve 2 or 3 people speaking.  Sometimes this is a boss talking to 2 employees about a schedule or possibly someone making an announcement and then two people discussing what to do or simply 3 friends discussing what to do.  It typically involves a choice between 4 options, so it is helpful to write those 4 options down and take notes on which one is most likely to be it.

The test specifications say that there are 4 of these questions on the test, but it seems to change every test, sometimes there are 3 and I've heard there are 5 sometimes.




