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For this section, you have to pick the correct reading of the kanji.  At this level, they will again be testing you for things like a long vowel sound (ひょ vs ひょう), stops (っ) and voiced sounds (だ vs た) as well as difference between readings and there meanings.  (下「しも」 vs 下「した」)

Be on the lookout for irregular readings of kanji compounds, they usually throw at least one of those types of questions in.

Practicing with readthekanji.com (a great paid service) or memrise.com (a great free, but in beta service) will really help for this section because both force you to type in the word and not simply look at it like Anki or some other flashcard systems do.

If you are on an iPhone, KanjiBox is also very good.

There are 8 of these questions on the actual test.

You should try to answer these in about 20 to 30 seconds or in under 4 minutes on this and the real test.
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This is the orthography section, or in layman's terms where you have to pick the correct kanji for the kana underlined in the sentence.  Be aware of similar looking kanji (that will have just one radical different).  At the N3 level and above, fake kanji are rare.  So, the best idea is to learn to recognize kanji radicals and their differences.  

If you study kanji as compound words, this will be a difficult section, try to study kanji separately or possibly take up calligraphy class and keep an eye out for similar looking kanji.

This is where owning a kanji poster starts to come in handy.  I usually circle the kanji that are similar looking on my poster, so I'm reminded of them.

There are 6 of these questions on the test.

You should try to complete each question in about 30 seconds or 3 minute for this and the real test. 
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These are the textually-defined expressions or collocations.  Basically they are testing you on if you know the correct verb or noun to use in a given expression or phrase.  This where having good example sentences in your Anki deck or on your flashcards can really help.

Also, at this level, you can start to do a lot of reading of native materials and this will help you to get the 'feeling' of word and how to use it naturally.

On the test, there are 11 of these questions.  There are 14 in this practice book.

Try to answer each question in about 40 to 50 seconds.  That's around ten and a half minutes (10:30) for this test or around 8~8.5 minutes for the actual exam.



8

言語知識（文字・語彙）－

8

文
字
・
語
彙

4

Mac
ノート注釈
These are the paraphrase questions.  Here they will give you a sample sentence with the word they are testing underlined.  You then must choose the word that has the most similar meaning. Note that the words don't have the exact same meaning, but similar meanings that can work in the sentence provided. 

There are 5 of these questions on the exam and in this practice book.

Try to answer the questions in 40 to 50 seconds or around 4.5~5.0 minutes for the exam and this practice book.
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These are usage questions.  They will probably be some of the most difficult questions in the vocabulary section of the test.  Here they will give you a word, and you must choose the sentence where that word is being used correctly.

At this level they will probably give you sentences that test nuances of the particular word or phrase.  For example, in this sample test, they test ころぶ, by giving you different situations in which it could be used.  

This is where writing clear, demonstrative example sentences on your flashcards (electric or paper) will really pay off.  Just knowing the meaning isn't going to help you, you must know how to use it.  Also, doing a lot of reading and seeing words in different contexts can help, too.

Also, katakana words appear here often, so make sure to double check how these loan words are used in Japanese.  Never assume they are used in the same way as the language they are 'borrowed' from.

There are 5 of these questions on the real exam.

Try to answer the questions in about a minute or about 5 minutes total for this practice workbook and the exam.   




